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that have been approved for use within the 
United States and were manufactured in an 
FDA approved facility in the United States, 
Canada, or Mexico. Had I been present I 
would have voted aye. 

Roll No. 378, on agreeing to the Sanford 
amendment that sought to prohibit any funding 
by the Department of Agriculture to carry out 
a pilot program under child nutrition programs 
to study the effects of providing free break-
fasts to students without regard to family in-
come. Had I been present I would have voted 
no. 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE ALL-
AMERICAN EAGLES PARTICIPANTS 

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 11, 2000

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I con-
gratulate the participants of my 2000 All-Amer-
ican Eagles program. When I was a Recre-
ation Supervisor with the Chicago Park District 
in the late 1960’s, I started the All-American 
Eagles competition. In 1983, 1 was elected to 
represent the people of the (current) Third 
Congressional District of Illinois, and brought 
the program to Southwest Chicago and its 
near suburbs. After thirty-one successful 
years, this program is still the cornerstone of 
my efforts to recognize and honor many of our 
district’s exemplary seventh and eighth grade 
students. 

This year’s theme was World War I, and 
consisted of three components—an essay and 
public speaking contest, an artwork competi-
tion, and a history quiz. Students who partici-
pated in the essay contest submitted an essay 
from 250–500 words long about the most im-
portant person or event in World War I. The 
top 20 essayists were asked to present their 
work orally to a panel of judges consisting of 
local teachers and elected officials. The top 
three finishers for each event were given a 
plaque and/or a savings bond, and accumu-
lated points for the overall competition. The 
overall winner received a $500 savings bond. 
The school that sent the most participants re-
ceived a $250 savings bond. 

It now gives me great pleasure to announce 
to my colleagues the winners of the 2000 All 
American Eagles competition. For the essay-
speech contest, Imelda Vionontes from Kinzie 
delivered an excellent essay about the eco-
nomic and social devastation during World 
War I, earning her a third place finish. Samuel 
Lin from Southwest Chicago Christian School 
earned a second place prize for his remarks 
about the Treaty of Versailles. Nicole 
Svajlenka from St. Alexander School delivered 
an outstanding essay about the pilots of the 
Lafayette Escadrille, earning a $100 savings 
bond and first place. 

I was truly impressed with the artwork sub-
mitted for the competition this year. I have no 
doubt that today’s youth will make great con-
tributions to the tomorrow’s culture. Winning 
the third place prize was Ashley Wrobel from 
St. George School. Joseph Waterlander and 
Samuel Lin from Southwest Chicago Christian 
School took second and first place respec-
tively. 

For the history quiz, I am reminded by the 
aphorism that states, ‘‘Anybody can make his-
tory—only a great man can write it.’’ The fol-
lowing are the potentially ‘‘great’’ future histo-
rians that aced the history quiz. Demonstrating 
a clear interest in world history was Paul 
Wieckiewicz from Our Lady of the Mount 
School, earning a third place finish. In second 
place was Adam Jures from Lincoln Middle 
School. Finally, Samuel Lin from Southwest 
Chicago Christian School won his second 
competition and demonstrated a profound in-
terest in the social sciences. 

Furthermore, Samuel Lin made important 
strides towards the funding of his college edu-
cation, winning the 2000 All American Eagle 
Award. I congratulate Samuel for his hard 
work and deep commitment to his continuing 
education. Today, I charge Samuel to use his 
ambition and academic talent in service to this 
great nation, as he is a credit to his family and 
community. 

Again, I would like to thank all the partici-
pants in this year’s competition, as well as St. 
George School for providing the most partici-
pants. Judging these contests can often be a 
difficult task. However, I had the pleasure of 
hearing great essays and seeing the talent of 
a new generation of Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge these young Americans 
to pursue their interests to the fullest extent of 
their abilities and to the betterment of this na-
tion.
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL FRANCIS G. 
MAHON 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 11, 2000

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Colonel Francis G. Mahon. Colo-
nel Mahon was born in Northport, New York, 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Mahon. He 
was commissioned at the University of Dela-
ware in 1979 when he graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Accounting. In 1988, 
he completed a Master of Science Degree in 
Systems Technology. His Military education in-
cludes the Air Defense Artillery Basic Course, 
the Armor Officers Advanced Course, the 
Combined Arms Services Staff School, the 
United States Army Command and General 
Staff College, and the Army War College at 
Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, PA. 

Colonel Mahon has served in many key as-
signments, including Chaparral Platoon Leader 
and Battery Executive Officer of Battery C, 4th 
Battalion, 61st Air Defense Artillery, 4th Infan-
try Division (Mechanized), Fort Carson, CO; 
Battery Executive Officer of Battery D, 2nd 
Battalion, 61st Air Defense Artillery; Assistant 
S–3, 2nd Battalion, 61st Air Defense Artillery, 
and Battery Commander, Battery B, 2nd Bat-
talion, 61st Air Defense Artillery, 2nd Infantry 
Division, Republic of Korea; Chief of Intel-
ligence Branch, C31 Division, USAADASCH 
Directorate of Combat Developments, Fort 
Bliss, Texas; Battalion Operations Officer, 5th 
Battalion, 7th Air Defense Artillery, Bitburg 
Germany; Brigade Operations Officer, 94th Air 
Defense Artillery Brigade, Kaiserslautern, Ger-

many; Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion (PA-
TRIOT), 43rd Air Defense Artillery; and Missile 
Defense Planner, Office of the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, The Pentagon, Vir-
ginia. 

Colonel Mahon will begin Command of the 
11th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, Fort Bliss, 
Texas, on July 13, 2000. 

His awards and decorations include the 
Meritorious Service Medal with three Oak Leaf 
Clusters, the Army Commendation Medal with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Army Supe-
rior Unit Award with one Oak Leaf Cluster. 

Colonel Mahon is married to the former Eliz-
abeth Cecelia McGowan, daughter of Todd 
and Elizabeth McGowan of Wilmington, Dela-
ware. They have four children, Elizabeth Anne 
(12), Kathleen Margaret (8), Mary Frances (6) 
and Francis Todd (3). 

Colonel Mahon has worked for more than 
20 years in service to his community and na-
tion. I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating and 
thanking Colonel Mahon and his family for 
their dedicated service to the United States of 
America. We wish him much success as he 
begins his new command.
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4425, 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF 

HON. RICHARD BURR 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2000

Mr. BURR of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to express my reluctant support for the 
Conference Report on H.R. 4425, the Fiscal 
Year 2001 Military Construction Appropriations 
Bill. While I wholeheartedly endorse the bill as 
originally reported by the House in May, which 
contained funding for important construction 
projects at North Carolina’s military bases, I 
do have some concerns about the new spend-
ing added to the bill in Conference. 

Much of what was added to this bill in Con-
ference could have been addressed through 
the normal appropriations process. Among the 
most egregious examples of pork spending in 
this bill are: $45 million for a new jet for the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard; $25 million 
for a new community center in Ohio; $7 million 
to ‘‘study’’ sea turtles in the Pacific Ocean; 
and $25 million to build a new firearms train-
ing center for the Customs Service in West 
Virginia. 

However, the bill also contains numerous 
provisions that address the true emergency 
needs of many in this country, and in North 
Carolina particularly. Thousands of people in 
my home state are still struggling to overcome 
the impact of last fall’s hurricanes, and have 
been waiting for months for Congress to take 
action. The assistance provided in this con-
ference report will be critical in helping my fel-
low North Carolinians return to at least a sem-
blance of the lives they led before last Sep-
tember’s devastating floods. 

Despite my concerns about the use of this 
bill to provide money for projects that are obvi-
ously not true emergencies, I am grateful to 
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